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OPENING HYMN — “O Come, All Ye Faithful” #354 
 
STAND  

 
INVOCATION 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.  
 
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  
C:  Lord God of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
 For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ 
through his called servant: 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C: Amen.  
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY  
 
Kyrie  
 
M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. For the well-being of all people everywhere, that 

they may receive from you all they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O 
Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
M  

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 
in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.  

C: Christ, have mercy.  
M  
M: For patience and perseverance  in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.  
C: Lord, have mercy.  
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M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.  
C: Amen.  
 
GLORY BE TO GOD — “Angels We Have Heard On High” #346 
Gloria in Excelsis  
 

THE WORD 
 

SALUTATION 
 
M: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
M: Let us pray;  
 Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from 

our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 
BE SEATED  

 
FIRST LESSON — Isaiah 52:7-10 
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 
“Your God reigns!” Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout for 
joy. When the Lord returns to Zion, they will see it with their own eyes. Burst into songs 
of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted his people, he has 
redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE — “O Rejoice, All Christians Loudly” #366 
 
SECOND LESSON — Hebrews 1:1-9 
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 
heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance 
of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he 
has inherited is superior to theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are 
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my Son; today I have become your Father”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will 
be my Son”? And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all 
God’s angels worship him.” In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels 
spirits, and his servants flames of fire.” But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God,  
will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. You 
have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you 
above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM — “Sing We The Song of Emmanuel”   

STAND  
 
GOSPEL LESSON — John 1:1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There 
was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to everyone was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world was made through 
him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him. Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
After the Gospel:  
 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.  
 
BE SEATED  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY — “Joy Has Dawned” #352 
 
SERMON — “A Gift More Glorious Than The Angels” — Hebrews 1:1-9 
 
STAND  
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NICENE CREED 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
BE SEATED  

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
OFFERING  
 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

STAND  

 
PREFACE 
 
M: The Lord be with you. M  
C: And also with you.  
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is good and right so to do. 
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who by his wondrous birth became our Brother, taking on human flesh to live 
in righteousness before God and to become obedient even to death on a cross. 
Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 
and join their glorious song:  

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY — “Isaiah, Mighty Seer” #943 
 
Sanctus  
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has 
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his incarnation, he became 
one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. By his innocent death, he 
overcame hell. By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. Invited by your 
grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and 
joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the 
true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

C: Amen.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: Amen.  
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BE SEATED  
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DISTRIBUTION  
(Hymns #347 and #342 will be sung during the distribution) 
 
STAND  

 
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live 
as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever; 

C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  
C: Amen.  
 
CLOSING HYMN — “Joy To The World” #353  
(The congregation will sing verses 1, 2, &4. The choir will sing verse 3) 
 

† † † † † † † 

 

Thank You:   Often times, but especially during this season of the year, many different 
individuals use their talents in enhancing our worship.  While we try to recognize these 
individuals and groups, sometimes we might miss someone.  So here is a blanket 
THANK YOU to anyone and everyone who enhances our worship.   
 

Close Communion: At Christ Lutheran Church we  believe that as we join our fellow 
members at the altar to partake of the Lord’s Supper we are making a public confession 
that we are all in agreement with the teachings of this congregation, the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and those church bodies with which the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Synod has formally established fellowship (1 Corinthians 10:16). We 
confess that in the Lord’s Supper Christ’s body and blood are truly present as well as 
bread and wine. Through the body, bread, blood, and wine connected with Jesus’ 
promise in His Word we receive the forgiveness of sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Out of 
Christian love and concern we would not wish to lead anyone to make that public 
confession before being thoroughly instructed in the teachings of our church (1 
Corinthians 11:27-29). Therefore, if you are visiting us today please speak to our Pastor 
prior to the service. 
 

A Blessed Christmas:  Pastor and Chauntae Herold along with all the faculty, staff and 
their families wish you a very Merry Christmas. 


